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THE MACEDONIAN WOMAN

SEPARATED from the lands of the Hellenes by the range
of the Cambunian Mountains which extended north of
Thessaly from Mount Olympus on the east to Mount
Lacmon on the west, there lay a rugged country, whose
inhabitants were destined to play a prominent r61e and
become a powerful factor in the later history of Greece.
This country, divided into many basins by spurs which
branch off from the higher mountain chains, by its moun-
tain system not only shut the people off from the outside
world, but also forbade any extended intercourse between
the dwellers in the various cantons. The wide and fertile
valleys, however, and the mountain slopes abounding in
extensive forests, the haunts of wild game, mark the land
as the country of a great people, who by generations of
seclusion were storing up strength and vitality to be
of vast influence whenever they should break through
their narrow confines.

Such a people dwelt there, but it required strong leaders
to bring them in touch with the rich Hellenic life to the
south of them and to make them a powerful factor in
the history of the world. Philip, lord of Macedon, and
his mightier son, Alexander, were the great men who
were to accomplish the work of grafting the new blood
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